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LETTER 

This Acquisition Letter is issued by the Procurement Executive pursuant tp a 
delegation from the Secretary and under the authority of the Department of 
Energy Acquisition Regulation Subpart 901.301-70. 
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I. Purpose. The purpose of this Acquisition Letter is to provide greater
· fl exi bil i ty to contracting officers".

II. Background. The Department of Energy Acquisition Regulation contains
documentation requirements concerning written prenegotiation plans,
assistance from pricing support personnel, and securing preaward·
audits. These requirements address: (1) the assistance of pricing
support personnel for contract actions exceeding $500,000; (2)
preaward audits for fixed price contract actions exceeding $500,000
and cost reimbursement contract actions exceeding $1,000,000; and (3)
a specific format for prenegotiation memoranda for contract actions
exceeding $250,000.

Ill. 

The Procurement Executive has recently determined to give greater
flexibility to contracting officers in planning and documenting the
negotiation of contract actions.

Guidance. This Acquisition Letter transmits class deviations which
have been granted increasing the thresholds for securing pricing
support, contract audits, and written prenegotiation plans.

A. At subsection 915.805-5, Field pricing support, paragraph· (a)(l),
fourth and fifth sentences - The threshold for requesting pricing
support is increased to $5,000,000. Such support need not be
requested if there is adequate data to support reasonableness of
price. Support below that threshold may be requested when justified •

B. Subsection 915.805-70, Audit as an aid in proposal analysis,
paragraph (d) - Contracting Officers should consider performance of an
audit by the cognizant Federal audit activity prior to the negotiation
of any contract or modification including modifications under














